
Plastic Bag Ban AdvocacyPlastic Bag Ban Advocacy

www.saveSFbay.org



Protect, Restore, CelebrateProtect, Restore, Celebrate

• Founded in 1961, as "Save San 
Francisco Bay Association”

• The City of Berkeley wanted to double 
its size by filling in the Bay

• UC Berkeley faculty donated their time 
to Save The Bay’s campaigns

○ "The Future of San Francisco Bay" 
– Mel Scott

Kay Kerr, Esther Kay Kerr, Esther GulickGulick
and Sylvia McLaughlin and Sylvia McLaughlin 



Bay or River?Bay or River?

Army Corp projection for the 
Bay in 2020 (1959)

• McAteer-Petris Act, 1965

○ Legislative moratorium against placing 
fill in the Bay

• The Bay Conservation and Development 
Commission (BCDC), 1969

○ Protection of the Bay

○ Regulate shoreline development

○ Ensure public access



Goal: Zero Trash Discharge Goal: Zero Trash Discharge 
From From StormwaterStormwater by 2022by 2022

Created Created Clean Bay ProjectClean Bay Project
in 2009 to address trash in 2009 to address trash 
and plastic debris pollutionand plastic debris pollution

oo Plastic bag ban and fee Plastic bag ban and fee 
ordinancesordinances

oo Polystyrene ban Polystyrene ban 
ordinancesordinances

Improve Bay Water QualityImprove Bay Water Quality





Provide Information forProvide Information for
Decision MakersDecision Makers

www.saveSFbay.org/municipal-resources



Participate in the ProcessParticipate in the Process

• Meet with staff and elected officials

• Give public comment

• Attend public meetings and stakeholder    
meetings



Community Outreach: MediaCommunity Outreach: Media

•• LTEsLTEs

•• Editorial BoardsEditorial Boards

•• Press ConferencesPress Conferences

City of Oakland Press Conference on Plastic 
Bag Ban Ordinance, January 2008



Community Outreach: Community Outreach: 
Coalition BuildingCoalition Building

•• Businesses, Chambers of CommerceBusinesses, Chambers of Commerce
•• Willow Glen Business District, San Willow Glen Business District, San 

Jose/Silicon Valley Chamber of CommerceJose/Silicon Valley Chamber of Commerce
•• Environmental OrganizationsEnvironmental Organizations

•• Coordinated effortsCoordinated efforts
•• Community GroupsCommunity Groups

•• Neighborhood AssociationsNeighborhood Associations



Community Outreach: Online Community Outreach: Online 
Organizing and Social MediaOrganizing and Social Media



Outreach Campaign:  Outreach Campaign:  
““The Bay The Bay vsvs The BagThe Bag””



Outreach Campaign: Outreach Campaign: 
Bay Trash Hot SpotsBay Trash Hot Spots



For More Information For More Information 
About Save The BayAbout Save The Bay

www.saveSFbay.orgwww.saveSFbay.org
510510--452452--92619261
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