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• Cigarette butts: top litter item 
on Coastal Cleanup Day for 
20 years

• Campaign goals:

o Stop tobacco litter at the source

o Prevent tobacco waste from 
flowing into storm drains & 
waterways

Toxic Plastic Trash



Limit outdoor smoking to keep 
butts out of the Bay

• 65% observed littering rate

• Protects people from secondhand smoke 
exposure

• Smoke-free commercial zones, 
bus stops, parks



San Mateo

• Save The Bay tobacco litter 
survey: 15 locations in May 2014

• November 2015: city banned 
smoking at parks, on city 
sidewalks, at bus stops, and 
other outdoor public spaces

• Follow-up survey in May 2016 to 
evaluate current levels of 
compliance



San Mateo

Recommendations:

• Install visible nonsmoking signage where smoking is prohibited; emphasis on parks, bus 
stops, and along the downtown portion of B Street

• Collaborate with SamTrans, Caltrain to improve compliance in their jurisdictional areas 

• Reach out to businesses and commercial landowners to encourage voluntary compliance 
within shopping centers

Summary of Results by Location Type
2014 total 2016 total

Recreation areas 912 1153

Bus stops 699 721

Sidewalks 612 772

Shopping centers 412 482

Total number of butts collected 2635 3056



• Partners (check list): 
– American Lung Association, American Cancer Society, 

Berkeley Tobacco Coalition, Alameda Co. Tobacco Coalition, 
others

East Bay Regional Park District



• Board of Directors finally adopted a smoking ban in 
April 2016

• Policy includes an exemption to allow smoking at 
campsites 

• Board of Directors were willing to revisit policy after 
one year; no change to date

East Bay Regional Park District



• San Francisco Dept of the 
Environment & Surfrider pilot 
program
o Started July 1, 2017
o 40 receptacles in the Sunset & 

Richmond districts
o Collected 50K+ butts so far
o December 2017 audit of four 

locations: 60% overall decrease in 
butt litter in areas with receptacles

San Francisco



• Union Square BID installed 10 TerraCycle cigarette butt 
receptacles in August 2016
o 7 month pilot to deal with cigarette litter problem in Union 

Square
o No observational evidence that receptacles led to an increase 

in smoking
o Decrease in litter: “night and day”
o Decrease in labor time and cost for 

maintenance contractor

San Francisco



Thank You!

allison@savesfbay.org
(510) 463-6818


