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“Flying under the radar with a radically revised food 

ware ordinance; watching Santa Cruz, San 

Francisco, and Berkeley take the heat 

while Alameda takes the lead.”

(Joke Title)



Keep your eyes on the Straws



Inputs: 2017



Inputs:



Polystyrene Foam Food Service Ware 

(2008)

Disposable Food Service Ware 

(2017)

Inputs:
Alameda Municipal Code (AMC) 

Chapter 4, Section 4



Disposable 

Food Service 

Ware 

Reduction Law

Passes 5-0

October 3, 2017

Law in effect 

January 1, 2018



Law enforced 

July 1, 2018



Inputs:



Inputs: 2018





The result?



City of  Alameda 

received a

Community Leadership Award

From Jackie Nunez, Founder

The Last Plastic Straw

May, 2018

At STRAWS Film screening



On the Eve of  Enforcement…



Since July 1



OMG

Picture taken July 9, 2018



Compostable fiber utensils

At Starbucks



Enforcement of  AMC 4.4

Calendar Year 2018

• Social marketing

• Good faith efforts 

recognized

• Technical assistance

• Awareness of  market 

limitations of  some 

compostable fiber products

2019 - Forward

• Emphasis on bringing 

businesses into compliance

• Refusal to act will bring 

warnings

• Bad players will be cited per 

AMC 4.4; Citations in 

amount of  $250, $500, $1000 

for repeated violations



It’s not only about the Straw.

Questions?
Kerry Parker

City of  Alameda Public Works

kparker@alamedaca.gov


